
The safest route is impermeable
BARRIER® drapes from Mölnlycke Health Care



Mölnlycke Health Care is dedicated to infection control in and around the o perating room. 

We have always taken great pride in supplying healthcare facilities, all around the world, 

with products and solutions to ensure patient safety. Impermeable materials are always 

the safest choice, which is why Mölnlycke Health Care has now made the decision to 

convert the entire drape product range. 

Some call it impermeable drapes. 
We call it optimal safety.

     Improving efficiencies and ensuring patient safety
  Many hospitals specifically mention improving efficiencies as a key 

challenge and ensuring patient safety as their main focus.1

     Multiresistant bacteria
  It is a well known fact that there is an increasing threat from 

multiresistant bacteria and that surgical site infections are very 

expensive for hospitals and society in general.

     Surgical site infections 
  In spite of high hygiene and asepsis standards, there are approximately 

three million healthcare-associated infections in the European Union 

each year.2 Not all of these infections are critical to the patient but they 

are all critical in the sense that they are painful for the individual and 

consume valuable hospital resources.

Healthcare facilities face  
similar challenges



Why impermeable drapes?
When introduced, the fluid repellent single-use surgical drapes represented a real  

breakthrough in fabric technology. This material has served the global healthcare 

industry well, but as technology advances, we can now offer materials better suited 

to meet today’s requirements.

Fluid repellent drapes meet the standard EN13795 3 but still carry an increased risk of  

fluid penetration and possible bacterial transfer. Impermeable materials are always the 

safest choice, removing many worries about patient safety. 

Fluid repellent surgical drapes 
 

 Impermeable only in the critical area

  Vulnerable to liquid penetration, 

strikethrough, outside of  the critical area

  Increased risk of bacterial and viral (as 

well as other microorganisms such as 

fungi and spores) penetration compared 

to impermeable drapes

Impermeable surgical drapes 
 

 Impermeable throughout the drape

  Provide the highest level of protection 

possible in surgical drapes

 Always the safest choice

No compromises
Fluid repellent surgical drapes are vulnerable to liquid penetration despite meeting the standard 

EN13795. Today we know that fluid strikethrough can create a pathway for microorganisms, 

which can result in surgical site infections.4

The wet bacterial penetration test shows that bacteria pass through a fluid repellent drape after 

15 minutes of testing.5 The impermeable BARRIER® drape from Mölnlycke Health Care showed 

no penetration of liquid and bacteria at all.
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A schematic illustration of a 4-layer drape

The safest draping material is impermeable
The BARRIER range of impermeable drapes covers all types of surgical interventions. The 

range is available in 1–4 ply materials, depending on the needs of the specific procedure. 

Why BARRIER surgical drapes from 
M ölnlycke Health Care?
Mölnlycke Health Care is dedicated to infection control. Overall improvements in design 

and material are part of the continuous work to always offer the safest choice. 

The orthopaedic range was the first to be converted due to heavy handling during the 

procedures and sensitivity to infections. Now the entire range will be impermeable.

  Comprehensive range of impermeable drapes available for  
all types of surgical interventions to fill all draping needs

  Continuous training and support to ensure optimised cost  
efficiencies and optimal usage of your products

  Introduction of new solutions when procedural needs change

  Supply and logistics system to ensure that the right products  
are available at the right time, spending a minimum of 
your resources

  BARRIER surgical drapes are always available in 
P rocedurePak® custom procedure trays

Absorbent layer

Highly absorbent  
layer in critical area 

Impermeable layer

Comfort layer 
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More resources  
available

Time, effort and  
cost efficiencies

All BARRIER products from Mölnlycke Health Care are designed to offer 

the optimal combination of protection, function and comfort. The offer of 

innovative and purpose-designed solutions features top quality, safety-

enhancing products, delivery and logistics advantages, and ongoing support 

and training. Together, these elements help to create a ripple effect through 

savings in time, effort and cost. This releases valuable resources creating new 

efficiencies in turn – and helping you treat more patients to better care.

BARRIER drapes create the ripple e ffect 
that leads to better care for more patients

Treat more patients  
to better care

Mölnlycke Health Care AB, Box 13080, SE-402 52 Göteborg, Sweden. T +46 31 722 30 00. F +46 31 722 34 00. www.molnlycke.com
The Mölnlycke Health Care name and logo and BARRIER® and ProcedurePak® are registered trademarks of Mölnlycke Health Care AB.

Copyright (2011)


